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To which I would contend: (a) That there was no "strange case of missing degrees"; (b) That Selikoff's educational attainments were far from "modest"; (c) That he achieved high professional recognition by being found worthy by his peers; (d) That Bartrip's "discoveries" are far from new; industry's efficient intelligence service got there first; (e) That the "revelations" about Selikoff's education and training were exploited at the time by industry protégés, but proved ineffectual in influencing the processes of asbestos regulation and litigation.
the "missing degrees"
I know of no occasion of Selikoff claiming to have received a British Doctorate. Confusion may arise from the relationship between the British and American Doctorates of Medicine. Essentially, the American M.D. is the basic qualification with which a physician graduates. The British M.D. (or D.M. according to the awarding university) is a postgraduate degree, usually awarded after the conduct of research that leads to a substantial advance in knowledge. The basic British qualification may take the form of a degree (Bachelor) granted by a university, or of a diploma granted by certain institutions. Selikoff was awarded the diplomas granted by the Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, the Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh, and the Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh (abbreviated as the Triple Qualification and further as the TQ). It was instituted in  following the report of the Royal Commission on the Medical Act of . The Medical Act of  reinforced the arrangements agreed between the three Colleges and approved by the General Medical Council. It was for a long time the only avenue for women who wanted to qualify as medical practitioners, and in the s and s was taken by large numbers of Jewish people who were excluded from universities in the United States and elsewhere.
2 While some deemed it the equivalent of the M.B., Ch.B. holders of the TQ were looked down on by some, although either qualification admitted recipients to the British Medical Register. The medical and surgical diplomas issued by the Royal Colleges, by individual colleges, and by Societies of Apothecaries, have a history in their own right. They offered the opportunity for the candidate to take examinations in smaller modules than did university degrees, and were popular with graduate biochemists and physiologists requiring a medical qualification to improve their research and career prospects, as they facilitated the intercalation of clinical studies with research. As they could be taken earlier than a degree, they appealed to the penurious. Some went straight into general practice, while others took a hospital internship to earn a living while waiting to sit the university examination, where as like as not they met the same examiners as six months previously.
educational attainments
To declare my "interest" and credentials for speaking for Selikoff 's educational attainments, I went to Mt. Sinai School of Medicine in  as Visiting Professor to work in his unit, and again in . In between we exchanged material and carried on discussions and arguments across the Atlantic. Although he was affable, he was a very private person, but the protracted relationship enabled me to assess his educational attainments. In Britain, with its variety of postgraduate hoops to jump through to acquire a string of letters after one's name to proclaim the scholar, assessment is easier. Selikoff was an autodidact, and his lucubrations flourished from his little need for sleep. Despite a busy round of departmental responsibilities, and national and international interests, he found time not merely to assemble a comprehensive collection of the literature on asbestos diseases, but also to read the papers critically and annotate them. He founded and edited two journals, the American Journal of Industrial Medicine and Environmental Research, and established the Society for Occupational and Environmental Medicine, and with the late Professor Cesare Maltoni of Bologna, an experimental pathologist of like kidney, the "Collegium Ramazzini," a fellowship of independent international scientists with expertise in occupational and environmental health. A bound volume of Selikoff's manuscript undergraduate notes is to be found in Scottish archives. They are testimony to an assiduous student and to the quality of his tutors. In appreciation of his life's work in medicine, Selikoff was elected an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society, Edinburgh, an honor not commonly bestowed on foreigners and one he shared with such as Sheila Sherlock.
early attempts at discrediting selikoff Writing in , an author privileged like Bartrip to have had access to the Johns-Manville archives, discovered there the information that "Dr Selikoff, an immigrant, was not approved to practice medicine in the United States after his first application. He was later accepted under a broad reciprocal agreement with a foreign country."
5 In , a book entitled The Asbestos Racket, inter alia describing federal policy on asbestos as "a modern example of mass hysteria on a par with witch trials, the Mississippi Scheme, the South Sea Bubble, alchemy, fortune telling and astrology," cited a quotation from the Washington Times for  April : "In short, if the epidemiological evidence against Selikoff's work is not enough to persuade bureaucrats to rethink our asbestos policy, perhaps the dispute about his credential is." 6 professional recognition
Early on in his career, he conducted a pioneer clinical trial that proved the value of isoniazid in the management of tuberculosis. He received some envoi Apart from the inference that he was a charlatan in describing himself as an M.D., Bartrip damns Selikoff's "educational attainments" with the faint praise of "modest." This evokes the incident when Bernard Shaw, in response to a member of the audience booing his Curtain Speech on an opening night, replied to the effect: "I agree, but who are we against so many?" Among those testifying to his knowledge and achievements were the American and foreign organizations that made him awards, the universities that awarded him honorary doctorates, and the numerous national and international bodies who invited him to act as a consultant. In response to Selikoff's prophecies of doom, industry and its protégés responded by repeatedly demonizing the messenger as a dishonest, irresponsible, self-seeking demagogue. He played an important role in organizing the landmark New York Academy of Sciences conference on asbestos in  that put the world on notice of the major public health problem presented by the use of asbestos, but never lived to see it solved.
When finally persuaded that dispensing with asbestos would not be apocalyptic as had once been maintained, and that the phrase "the safe use of asbestos" was an oxymoron, Europe issued a Directive in  that will effectively lead to a total ban on the use of asbestos throughout the community by . In America, following a successful court challenge overturning the Environmental Protection Agency rule to phase out asbestos, legislation has been introduced in the Senate to ban asbestos. In the meantime, product liability, marketing, and regulatory considerations have reduced annual U.S. asbestos consumption to levels last recorded in the late nineteenth century.
The amateur may gape at the ability of the professional to cast a new light on traditional views. From being an out-and-out monster, Judge Jeffreys of Bloody Assizes fame has had his outbursts of intemperate rage from the Bench attributed to the agonies he was experiencing from the stone, while national role models have been cast down when fashion turned to debunking eminent Victorians. With the flight of asbestos promotion to the Third World, and the litigation war still being hotly fought, Selikoff's continued denigration will not come amiss; this is no time to expect him to be "rehabilitated."
Although his debt was to the Scots for their enlightened attitude to young Jews at a time when the institutions rejecting him might have learnt from the Third Reich's overture to concerted barbarity whither prejudice led, he came to be an inveterate Anglophile. Bartrip's article would have saddened him. The author of the paper was correct in identifying Dr. Chromow as a companion of Dr. Selikoff's during the years of his initial medical education.
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They were more than companions, but good friends who shared adventures as they traveled the globe trying to complete their medical education. As such, my family has detailed knowledge about the events that Mr. Bartrip describes. The author is to be commended for his labors in unearthing most of the factual details of what was truly a strange and circuitous path.
In the article, however, Mr. Bartrip makes the assertion that Dr. Selikoff, "in terms of medical education and qualification," was a "fraud."
2 Most of Mr. Bartrip's assertion of fraud rests on the belief that Dr. Selikoff "never obtained the M.D. degree" 3 and was therefore not entitled to use the M.D. designation. Mr. Bartrip also asserts that Dr. Selikoff never had a proper initial medical education. Additionally, the author tries to paint a picture of Dr. Selikoff as being either duplicitous or confused about his own medical background. We were outraged by these charges, as we have documented proof from Dr. Chromow's files that Dr. Selikoff was granted a valid Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree. We can also show that Dr. Selikoff
